
SIXTH GRADE BAND STUDENTS AND PARENTS: 

 
Time is fast upon us to begin selecting instruments.  When this note goes home, we will have already played the various 
instruments, allowed your child to try them out and discussed the pros and cons of each as well as things to remember in 
making their choice.  For any band to sound good, you must always have a balanced instrumentation or the proper 
number of each instrument.  This is and has always been the key to the success of the Willard Band Program.  Please do 
not run out and purchase an instrument until we have informed your child what they will play.  After they know what 
instrument they will be playing, then that process needs to begin.  By the end of next week, we will send home 
information concerning instrument rental plans along with information on our instrument display night which is scheduled 
for Tuesday, December 15th, 2009 from 5:30-8:30 PM at Willard Intermediate School.  Due to the large 
number of students participating in band, we will break down the display into two groups.  If your son or daughter plays 
flute, oboe or clarinet, their display time will be 5:30 -7:00 PM.  If your son or daughter plays anything else, their display 
time will be 7:00-8:30 PM.  You may come at any time but if you are able to stay within these time frames, your time at 
school will be much less. 
 

If everyone would fill out the form below and return it Monday, December 7, 2009, we will let your son/daughter 
know what instrument they will be playing by Wednesday.  The three choices of instruments they will make need 

to be thought out very carefully.  When a large number of students wish to play the same instrument, we will revert 
back to their test and practice record scores on recorder.   
 

**Any student who wishes to play SAXOPHONE MUST start on the CLARINET until the middle of their seventh grade 
year, which is when we will switch approximately 8-9 students.  WE DO NOT START STUDENTS ON THE 
SAXOPHONE. 
 

Woodwind and Brass students will need the following book for his or her particular instrument: 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 2000 BOOK I 
Percussion students will need 2 books:   A FRESH APPROACH TO SNARE DRUM by Mark Wessels 
     ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 2000 BOOK I (Percussion)  
 

PLEASE FILL OUT THIS FORM AND RETURN THE BOTTOM PORTION BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2009. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

INSTRUMENT CHOICES ARE: 
 

Flute  Clarinet  Oboe  *French Horn   Trumpet 
Trombone  *Baritone  *Tuba   Percussion 
 
* School owned instruments rent for $25 per semester (limited number of them for use) 
 

STUDENT NAME______________________________________________ 
 
PARENTAL SIGNATURE________________________________________ 
 
1ST CHOICE_______________________________   Please remember...SAXOPHONE is 

                     NOT a choice. 
2ND CHOICE_______________________________ 
 
3RD CHOICE_______________________________ 
 

If your family already owns a band instrument, what is the instrument and how was it  
acquired?__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Has your child played a band instrument before?_______  If yes, what instrument and for how 
long?__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Does your child play the piano?_______ 
 

*My child will NOT be continuing in Band after Christmas Break:  

 
Name___________________________________________ 

 
Parental Signature__________________________________________________ 


