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Objectives 

Each class will be given a list of goals that are expected to be reached by a specified date 

during each semester. These objectives will include various aspects of music including; 

rhythm, theory, and performance. Each objective should be "mastered," not merely 

graded. Each objective will be kept simple and concise in order to stay on schedule. A 

minimum skill will be established for each objective. Each objective will test a specific 

ability, and the goal is to "master" each skill. If a student does not pass an objective by 

the expected date, they will be given the chance to retake that objective later in the year. 

All students must "master" all objectives by the end of the year. To be allowed to proceed 

to the next level/grade in band, a student must master all objectives.  

Grades 
 

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways throughout the year. Both playing and 

written tests will be given regularly during the year. Students will be required to attend all 

concerts and festivals which account for a substantial part of their grade. Students will 

also receive daily class participation points and students will be required to submit a 

practice record of at least 90 minutes each week. 

Fall Semester 
Winter Concert 

Music will be passed out around the middle of October. This music will be used to teach 

tonal concepts, technique, balance, style, and sight reading. The music should be 

challenging without being overwhelming. Students are required to attend this concert.  

All-District Band 

In early October, up to 10 students will be selected to participate in an All-District Junior 

High Concert Band. Students selected will attend a one day rehearsal on Saturday, 

November 16 with students from area schools and give a performance that night. 

Students who participate in this band will be introduced to advanced musical concepts 

along with the opportunity to perform with some of the finest young musicians in this 

area.  

Jazz Band 

Beginning in November, select students will have the opportunity to participate in a 

Junior High Jazz band. The purpose of this ensemble is to expose students to more 

diverse styles of music while providing them with the opportunity to experience a 

different performance environment. Musical concepts associated with Jazz will be 

introduced such as swing, improvisation, scales, and jazz history. This ensemble will be 

by audition only and will meet outside the classroom twice a week. Performances will 

include participation at area jazz festivals and our annual Jazz Night Concert at the end of 

the year.  
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Spring Semester 
Festival 

Each concert band will attend an adjudicated festival during the semester. Preparation 

periods for each festival will depend upon the date of the performance. In general, music 

will be selected and passed out at least 2 months before the festival in order to adequately 

prepare the students for their performance. During preparation for festivals, musical 

concepts such as tone, balance, tuning, and style will be consistently stressed and 

reinforced. Following the festival, classroom discussions will take place in order to assess 

the performance of the group and individuals constructively. Reflecting on their 

performance will help students to better understand the concepts being taught in class in a 

more personal and individual manner. Students are required to attend their festival.  

 

Ensemble Contest 

All students will be required to participate in a small ensemble OR solo. Small 

ensembles will be organized by the directors in order to have the correct instrumentation. 

The directors will also have a variety of music that the ensembles can choose from to 

perform. Ensembles will meet during and outside of class in preparation for ensemble 

contest, focusing on ensemble performance concepts including balance, tuning, listening, 

and tone production. Every ensemble will be required to perform at the ensemble 

contest.  

 

Solos 

If a student wishes, they may perform a solo instead of being in an ensemble. The 

directors will have a variety of music for students to choose from. Students will prepare 

with directors both in and outside of class, focusing on advanced performance concepts 

such as tuning, tone production, technique, and playing with an accompaniment. Students 

will perform their solos for the class on designated "recital days" in the month of April or 

May. Students who perform solos will also be given a reward activity on a date agreed on 

by them and the director.  

 

Spring Concert 

Students will begin preparing for a Spring Concert early in April. Music repertoire may 

include pieces played at festival, but other pieces will be selected that further challenge 

students. Some contemporary pieces should be selected in order to provide students 

opportunities to play music they personally know and can get excited about. However, 

these pieces should still present challenges and new musical concepts in order to help 

students continually progress. Students are required to attend this concert.  
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End of Year Reward Activity 

Students who have mastered all objectives by the expected date and are passing all 

their classes will be given the opportunity participate in a reward activity to be decided 

by the directors. Students will be made aware of the activity early in the school year in 

order to prepare for the financial requirements. The purpose of this activity is not only to 

provide an enjoyable group experience for the students, but also to have a goal to work 

towards. Our goal is for the students to be intrinsically motivated to master the objectives, 

but rewarding students for meeting expectations provides even more motivation for 

students to succeed.  

Preparation for Next Year 

At the end of the spring semester, students will be given information pertaining to their 

next year in band. Expectations will be given as to what should be practiced over the 

summer, and what concepts will be introduced at the beginning of their next semester. 

Students will be encouraged to investigate these concepts on their own over the summer.  

 

 


